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not a something to cut with; when his measuring rod
was a measurer, his plough a tearer, his ship a flier, or
a bird, how could it be otherwise than that the river
should be a shouter, the mountain a defender, the
moon a measurer ? The moon in her, or rather in his
daily progress, seemed to measure the sky, and in
doing so helped man to measure the time of each
lunation, of each moon or month. Man and moon
were working together, measuring together, and as a
man who helped to measure a field or to measure a
beam might be called a measurer, say m&~s, from ma,
to measure, to make; thus the moon also was called
mas, the measurer, which is its actual name in
Sanskrit, closely connected with Greek jotefc, Latin
mensis, English moon.

These are the simplest, the most inevitable steps
of language. They are perfectly intelligible, however
much they may have been misunderstood. Only let
us be careful to follow the growth of human language
and thought step by step.

Active does not mean human.

Because the moon was called measurer,, or even
carpenter, it does not follow that the earliest framers
of languages saw no difference between a moon 'and
a man. Primitive men, no doubt, had their own ideas
very different from our own; but do not let us sup-
pose for one moment that they were idiots, and that,
because they saw some similarity between their own
acts and the acts of rivers, mountains, the moon, the
sun, and the sky, and because they called them by
names expressive of those acts, they therefore saw no
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